                                                                BIRSTWITH   PARISH   COUNCIL                                              SEVEN    


Minutes of  an Ordinary meeting  held on Thursday 30th July 2015 at 7.45 pm in the Reading Room   
Present:
E March (Chairman)  D Britton  J Elvidge   R Houseman  C Packer   M Worsnop


Dist, Cllr Christine Hill &  J Worsnop (Clerk) 
1
APOLOGIES:   County Cllr Michael Harrison
2
DECLARATION OF INTEREST –  E March declared an interest in the PA complaint

breach of planning control at Southfield  Nidd Lane
3
MINUTES  - It was proposed by J Elvidge and seconded by D Britton and RESOLVED that the

minutes of the meeting held on 25th June 2015 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman

4
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT    -  No report was given in his absence
5
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT –  Dist Cllr Christine Hill reported that the new

council offices at Knapping Mount were going ahead.  The present number of councillors -

54 could they be down sized to 40 the Boundary Commission has been set up to look into


its feasibility.  Our District Cllr covers 5 parish councils.   Devolution:  Should Sheffield, Leeds

and Manchester’s elected Mayor be responsible for running our area.   It was felt that York 


would be more suitable to cover our area enabling us to stay in North Yorkshire.   Discussions

are at present taking place and further information will be issued when available.   Public toilets


are under threat of closure -  what about tourism this is a public amenity.   HBC have launched


a new website which is easier for the public to access

6
UPDATES:
(a)  The Play Area  - John Elvidge reported the bench had been repaired.  Reg Houseman was

thanked for cutting down the weeds which were growing between the playground  and the mill field.

The condition of the boundary stone wall which is owned by the mill is in need of repair and the Chairman will contact  the mill manager.    The annual playground inspection will take place in August.  It was agreed that a new Yorkshire bank account should be set up now the playgroup committee had been dissolved.   The name of the account will be ‘Birstwith Play Area’ and Liz Elvidge and the Clerk will be the

signatories for cheque signing this will enable us to apply for future grants if necessary.  Proposed

by R Houseman seconded by J Elvidge all agreed.
(b) Highway Matters:  Parking problems Birstwith Grange and Collin Bank  -  The police have been
informed and agreed to have a word with the Landlord of the pub. Collin Bank problem  still under investigation.  The surface of the footpath outside Collin Bank is in a poor state of repair – The Chairman has sent photographs to the Highways Dept and hopefully improvements will be made shortly.  The barrier

opposite Nidd Lane has been damaged and will be reported to Highways Dept.

.
The uncut grass verges on Darley Road has now been resolved
(c) Speed Watch – Four speed watch sessions have taken place since 1st June outside the Doctors Surgery.
This has been a pilot scheme and therefore some information is missing (they are still learning)  but it recorded 194 offenders   57 letters had been sent out but due to some resourcing issues in the Traffic
Bureau who process the information a considerable larger number of letters should have been sent.

(d) Website –   The clerk reported that a boundary plan had now been included on the website and it

has now gone live and is available to view on Wikipedia/Google  www.birstwith-pc.org.uk

(e)  Parish Council Briefing re: Local Plan  -  Cllr David Britton attended a meeting on this topic and 


reported as follows:   ‘The presentation was not very interesting and there was no debate for councillors

to put forward their comments.    The councillors were also told they would be sent the presentation material


but this has not been received’
7   Planning Applications
Erection of replacement porch 6.91.108.B.FUL  15/02522/FUL Riverdale Cottage  Wreaks Road  Birstwith HG3 2NN for Mr S Rowton –No Observations
EIGHT

Erection of chimney and detached garage 6.91.108.C..FUL 15/03146/FUL Riverdale Cottage

Wreaks Road Birstwith HG3 2NN for Mr S Rowton – Obeservations as follows:

The access to the double garage is unsafe as the entrance to the site is concealed by trees and large conifers.   This makes it impossible for vehicles to see the access when coming through the pinch point system from West to East.  The vehicles leaving the bridge from East to West  would have the same problem.  Vehicles leaving the property would have no vision whatsoever.   The cottage opposite parks on the road as they do not have a drive or parking facilities. Sometime ago the owners of the property (it may not have been the present owners) were informed by Highways that they could not have a drive as they were to close to the bridge for safe access.

We would like the planners to visit this site prior to these plans been passed

Retrospective application for erection of poly tunnel 6.91.184.A.FUL  15/02793/FUL Southfield  Nidd Lane  Birstwith for J Burge -  Observations as follows: the poly tunnel is outside the existing building line
Planning Approvals – Formation of outdoor ménage – Sun Cottage New Road Birstwith –
Granted subject to conditions
Erection of attached garage to replace existing extension (Revised Scheme) Bressay Court Cottage 
Wreaks Road  Birstwith – Granted subject to conditions
Erection of first floor extension Stone Garth  Crow Hill Lane High Birstwith – Granted subject to conditions
Erection of replacement dwelling, double garage and stone wall  Wayside House Farm Back Road
High Birstwith – Granted subject to conditions
Planning Enforcement – Sign in garden – 3 Bridge End Cottages Wreaks Road

Birstwith Case no 15/00335/ADVERT – classed as temporary advertisement no

further action by HBC – further information required by Parish Council
Creation of tracks for motor sports – Land known as Wilsons Plantation Darley Road

Birstwith  Case no 15/00268/PR15 – Outcome the landowner permits the use of his land

by Airedale & Pennine Motor Car Club for Classic Trials as one of six venues in

Nidderdale area on one day each year – Charitable event

8
It was proposed by R Houseman seconded by J Elvidge that the following accounts


should be paid

Smith of Derby  *
VAT on school clock repairs

chq 000995
  24.00


B Burton

Plants for roundabout


chq 000996
  15.77


Vision ICT Ltd

Year 1 Setting up website

chq 000997
390.00


YLCA


Dividers for Admin


chq 000998
   4.83

*School Clock repairs -  Birstwith School have paid £120 direct to Smiths to cover the cost 

of repairs and the Parish Council have paid the VAT amounting to £24 which is recoverable


VAT Refund received amounting to £1,170.55


Play Area Committee – now dissolved cheque for £235.40 has been paid into PC a/c


until after this meeting when a new account will be opened
9    Correspondence 
HBC Harrogate and District Local Plan – Issues and Options consultations 17 July – 28 August
Poster to be displayed in Notice Board regarding Exhibitions sites

NYCC Local Transport Plan 4 
- requesting help to develop LTP4 – Chairman and Clerk to fill

in questionnaire

Came & Co  - Our Parish Council insurers have now joined the Stackhouse Poland Group this will

Strengthen their position within the insurance market

NY Fire and Rescue Authority – letter past to Councillors for their perusal

Police and Crime Prevention -  information given to Councillors
Meeting closed at 9.20 pm

Date of next ordinary meeting Thursday 24th September  2015.

Signed                                                                      Dated
